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Welcome...
...to the first edition of think -
GPS’s new environmental bulletin.
As part of our commitment to be
an environmentally responsible
company, we want to keep you up
to date with various initiatives that
are contributing to GPS’s green
credentials.

We hope that think will also
encourage you to think about the
environment when making choices
with regard to the printing
company you use and the job
specification.

We want think to be a useful and
enjoyable read.  So if you have any
comments or suggestions for how
to improve it, please get in touch
at environment@gpscolour.co.uk

... in our first issue
• GPS Wins - Environmental Printer

of the Year  

• ISO 14001 - The first printing
company in Northern Ireland to be
simultaneously awarded ISO 14001
and ISO 9001

• GPS’s Environmental Policy
Statement - Working towards
being more environmentally
responsible

• Lowdown on ‘Green’ Products -
We help you figure out what’s what
regarding the main recycled papers
and boards

• Product Lifecycle - Buyers learn
what to consider when placing print
with the environment in mind

‘Environmental
Printer of the Year’ 

Members of GPS Management accepting the Environmental Award

All Ireland Winner of the Irish Print Awards 2005
‘Environmental Printer of the Year’

This was the first year the Irish Print
Awards included an environmental
category. Frank Corr, one of the print
award judges commented, “The
Environmental Printer category was
introduced in 2005 because we were
aware of a growing interest among
printers in the preservation of the
environment and we wanted to
recognise excellence in this area”.
As it happened from the entrants one
company from the South and one
company for the North of Ireland was
nominated.

Managing Director Derek Bell is
understandably delighted with their
achievement.  “Environmental Printer” is
arguably the most topical category in the
awards as companies and organisations
are increasingly concerned with
achieving and demonstrating sound
environmental performance by controlling
the impact of their activities, products or
services on the environment.

>> continued

At the 2005 Irish Print Awards the title of 2005 Environmental
Printer of the Year was awarded to Belfast based printing
company GPS Colour Graphics Ltd. Accredited with ISO

14001 GPS Colour Graphics was short listed from entrants Ireland
wide and was chosen as the printing company implementing the best
environmental practice.

www.gpscolour.co.uk
www.gpscolour.co.uk

When choosing a print company or writing a print specification there
are the usual concerns about quality, price and the level of back up
you get from your supplier, but you might also want to consider the
environmental aspects of the product and the lifecycle of that product.
The following are some of the areas you might want to think about:

1
What evidence is there that the printing company is managing the effect
their activities have on the environment?

• Check to see if the printing company has a recognised environmental management
standard in place, such as ISO14001. This will indicate that they have examined their
operations and have taken steps to control and minimise negative impacts. 

• Does the printing company use computer-to-plate technology rather than conventional
plate making?  Film developer used in conventional plate making contains highly toxic
silver crystals, CTP technology removes the positive film step, thereby reducing waste.

• Find out if the printing company uses alcohol free presses.  Isopropyl alcohol is a
volatile organic compound; these are highly evaporative compounds that can cause
health problems such as lung irritation as well as harm to the environment. 

• Is all the set-up and waste paper recycled?

• What sort of ink does the printing company use?  Conventional printing ink is
petroleum-based and mixes with alcohol-based solvents to release VOCs into the
atmosphere.  VOCs are hazardous to the environment and to human health.  Vegetable
and soya based inks offer a non-polluting and renewable alterative.

• Are used printing plates recycled?

• Are chemicals disposed of responsibly?

• Information on other aspects such as energy use, emissions, effluent and the disposal
of solid waste should be available. The availability of this information is a good sign
that the manufacturer is behaving responsibly. 

Raw Material2

Use3

Disposal4

The main thing to think about here is the wood fibre used for
papermaking and particularly whether the virgin wood fibre has been
harvested with due care for the environment.

• Look out for paper accredited to forest stewardship schemes such as the FSC or
PEFC. 

• Papers with a recycled fibre content mean there is less waste going to landfill as well
as reduced pressure on forest resources. Establish what type of waste was used (pre-
or post-consumer waste) and the proportion of recycled fibre. Look out for labels such
as the NAPM Recycled Mark. 

If a product is not up to the job, excessive waste
might be produced. For instance higher quality
office paper can be printed both sides without a
problem, thus reducing paper consumption.

• Make sure the product is fit for purpose and if in doubt
perform trials before full production. 

• When printing, consider aspects such as layout and design
to make the most efficient use of material and avoid
excessive ink consumption. 

It’s preferable to be able to recover waste rather
than it ending up in landfill sites.

• Can the product be recycled, incinerated for energy,
biodegraded or composted? 

• Can it be reused (e.g. making old stationery into scrap
pads)? 

• Consider encouraging the end user to recycle the product
by including a line of text such as ‘when you have finished
with this document please recycle’ or if appropriate ‘please
remove cover before recycling’ (if the cover has been
laminated).

• Has anything been done to the product to make it more
difficult to recycle, such as adding a lamination?  To
achieve the same effect as lamination without the recycling
implications you may consider replacing it with a UV
Varnish. 

GPS Fact File

• Attained ISO 14001 in
September 2001

• Installed computer-to
plate technology in the
year 2000

• First alcohol free
press introduced in
April 2003 - all B1
presses alcohol free
by 2005

• Have used water
based coatings for
over 8 years

• All set-up and waste
paper recycled

• All process inks are
soya based

• All printing plates are
recycled

• Chemicals are
disposed of in
accordance with ‘The
Hazardous Waste
Regulations (NI) 2005’

• All Ireland winner of the
Irish Print Awards
2005 ‘Environmental
Printer of the Year’

• GPS’s environmental
policy is available on
request

When you have finished reading think, please recycle

             



Commenting on the win Derek Bell
affirmed,

“GPS is dedicated to the
protection of the environment and
achieving Best Practice in
environmental management.  GPS
worked to simultaneously gain the
ISO 14001 Standard for
Environmental Management and
ISO 9001 Standard for Quality
Management in September 2001.
We have a fully documented
Environmental System and we
involve each member of staff in our
programme of environmental
awareness.

We are committed to being an
environmentally responsible
company that reduces its waste
and disposes of what is left in the
most environmentally friendly
manner possible”.

Special thanks must go to Jim
Burrows (above), GPS’s dedicated
Environmental Officer who is
responsible for maintaining the
ISO14001 and GPS’s environmental
procedures.   His dedication to
environmental care and continuous
efforts to build on the company’s
environmental programme made the
win possible.

ISO 14001
ISO 14001 is an internationally
accepted standard, which gives a
clear and coherent framework by
which organisations can demonstrate
a formal approach to environmental
management.

Only a few printing companies in
Northern Ireland have achieved their
ISO 14001 accreditation.  In
September 2001 GPS simultaneously
achieved its ISO 14001 and ISO 9001
accreditations.  We are dedicated to
ensuring that care of the environment
is a top priority in all aspects of our
operations. 

Environmental
Policy Statement
GPS Colour Graphics Ltd recognises the obligation to carry
out activities and operations at all times with regard to the
environment and thus minimising any environmental impact.

The company is committed to:

• The minimisation of pollution
• The minimisation of waste from all

activities
• The development of a sustainable

environment
• The reduction of energy

consumption
• The compliance with relevant

legislation and regulations
• The provision of environmental

awareness training for all members
of staff

• The continual improvement in
environmental performance

To achieve this it is the policy of the
company to establish and maintain a
documented environmental/quality
management system, which is an
integral part of the company’s
operations.

The environmental/quality system,
which is to be applied to all work
undertaken by the company, is based
on the requirements of ISO 14001 and
ISO 9001: 2000 and controls, by
means of written procedures, all
activities that are critical to the
achievement of the specified
environmental requirements. 

The company is committed to the
continual assessment and
improvement of the effectiveness of
its environmental policies through the
systematic analysis of data and the
subsequent setting of objectives and
targets for improvement.

The management shall communicate
the effectiveness of the environmental
system to all levels within the
company.

Attainment of the standards embodied
in the system requires the
commitment and participation of all
members of the company as well as
suppliers and subcontractors. To this
end all employees of the company will
be committed to continual
improvement in the environmental
performance of the company. 

The company shall encourage
suppliers and subcontractors to adopt
environmentally sound and
responsible practices.

Derek Bell
Managing Director

thinkwww.gpscolour.co.uk

ECF (Elemental Chlorine Free): Paper pulp
bleached without the use of elemental chlorine but
instead using some chlorine dioxide, along with
non-chlorine agents such as oxygen. Pulps using
ECF methods contain up to 0.5kg of AOX per tonne
of air-dried pulp.

TCF (Totally Chlorine Free): Paper pulp that is
bleached without using chlorine in any form, thus
giving an AOX level of zero. The alternative
bleaching agents used might be liquid oxygen,
hydrogen peroxide or sodium hydroxide.

FSC (Forest Stewardship Council): Sourcing
of wood fibre from well managed forests. An
international organisation promoting responsible
forest management. FSC has developed principles
for forest management which may be used for
certifying the management of forest holdings, and
a system of tracing, verifying and labelling timber
and wood products which originate from FSC-
certified forests.

EMAS (Eco-Management and Audit Scheme):
Environmentally responsible manufacturer.
The European Union’s regulated environmental
management system. Similar to ISO14001 but also
requires public reporting.

Mill Broke: Offcuts and rejected material that has
not left the paper mill. Broke is routinely re-pulped
and the fibre used in the production of new paper.
Mill broke is not normally considered to be true
recycled fibre.

NAPM (The National Association of Paper
Merchants’): High proportion of recycled
fibre. Scheme for designating a paper as recycled.
To qualify, a grade must contain at least 75%
recycled fibre. Converters’ waste, printers’ waste
and post consumer waste (from homes and offices)
are all allowed (printed or unprinted) but not mill
broke - the waste has to have left the mill. The
remaining 25% can be mill broke or virgin fibre.

Post-consumer Waste: Waste that has reached
the end user, typically homes and offices.

Pre-consumer Waste: Waste that has left the
mill but has not reached the end user. Typically
trimmings and rejected material from printers,
envelope converters etc.

* not available in SRA1

Lowdown on ‘Green’ Products
GPS is committed to making available a choice of recycled materials as well as
those originating from sources certified to be well-managed or operating
accredited management systems. With so much information out there on
recycled materials and the make up of those materials we have come up with a
simple breakdown on the main facts that you need to know.

Hello

9Lives 80

Brand

Silk & Gloss
Paper & Board

The Hello range is environmentally friendly not recycled.
Made from wood fibre from sustainable forests, is fully
recyclable & biodegradable, is Elemental Chlorine Free
and has been awarded the environmental standard ISO
14001 (Environment Management).

None
Not Recycled

Up to 30% mill
broke

Paper: 90, 100,
115, 130, 150,
170gsm
Board: 200, 225,
250, 275, 300,
350, 400gsm

ISO 14001
accredited supplier
EMAS
ECF

A

Silk & Gloss
Paper & Board

Range of coated woodfree papers and boards
manufactured with high proportions of recovered
papermaking fibre to provide an environmentally
responsible alternative to traditional virgin grades.

80% (10%
packaging waste,
10% best white
waste, 60% de-
inked waste fibre)

20% from virgin
TCF fibre sourced
from sustainable
forests

Paper: 100, 115,
130, 150, 170gsm
Board: 250,
300gsm

NAPM
ISO 14001
accredited supplier
TCF

C

9Lives 55 Silk & Gloss
Paper & Board

Range of coated woodfree papers and boards
manufactured with a guaranteed 55% recovered fibre
content. Sound environmental credentials and
competitive prices make this a good choice for
companies with the environment and budget in mind.

55% (25% post-
consumer waste,
30% pre-consumer
waste)

45% from ECF fibre
sourced from
sustainable forests

Paper: 100, 130,
170gsm
Board: 200*, 220*,
250, 300*,
350*gsm

ISO 14001
accredited supplier
ECF

B

Revive Special
Silk

Silk Paper & Board
(This range is not
available in gloss)

Revive special silk has an extremely smooth surface
accompanied by excellent whiteness and brightness.
Pulps used in the production of this grade are a
combination of Totally Chlorine Free and Elemental
Chlorine Free. It is ideal for customers looking for a
recycled paper with a high quality silk finish.

40% recovered
fibre content

The remainder is
made from virgin
wood fibres from
sawmill residues ,
forest thinnings and
sustainable forests.

Paper: 115, 130,
150 & 170gsm
Board: 200, 250,
300 & 350gsm

ISO 14001
accredited supplier
TCF
ECF

B

Revive Silk & Gloss
Paper & Board

Revive is a true recycled product range with an industry
beating 75% de-inked post consumer waste content.
This impressive recycled content is combined with
excellent whiteness and opacity. Recycled papers used in
this grade are a combination of TCF & ECF.

75% made from
de-inked post
consumer waste.

25% mill broke Paper: 100, 115,
130, 150, 170gsm
Gloss Board:
250gsm
Silk Board: 200,
250, 300gsm

NAPM
ISO 14001
accredited supplier
TCF
ECF

C

Revive Uncoated Compares well with premium uncoated grades for
brightness and whiteness, while its smoothness ensures
precision printing. Recycled papers used in this grade are
mainly Chlorine Free.

75% made from
de-inked post
consumer waste.

25% mill broke Paper: 100, 120,
150gsm
Board: 225, 280,
325gsm

NAPM
ISO 14001
accredited supplier
ECF

D

Range Description Recovered Fibre Makeup of
Balance

Material Weights Accreditation Price Band

Era Silk Silk
Paper & Board
(This range is not
available in gloss)

Range of coated papers and boards are made from
recycled British waste, helping reduce the pressure on
UK landfill sites. This is a good choice when working on a
budget while considering the impact on the environment.
Recycled papers used in this grade are a combination of
TCF & ECF.

50% recycled
British waste (100%
genuine printed
waste)

50% from fibre
from PEFC and FSC
certified forests 

Paper: 100, 115,
130, 150, 170gsm
Board: 190, 250,
300, 350gsm

EMAS
ISO 14001
accredited supplier
ECF
TCF

B

www.gpscolour.co.uk

Evolve Business Uncoated With a combination of very high whiteness and smoothness,
Evolve Business is guaranteed for all laser copying and inkjet
printing. This is a very good alternative for stationery etc, while
considering budgets and the environment at the same time.

Paper: 80*, 90*,
100*gsm

ISO 14001
accredited supplier

B

D = Most Expensive

80%

RECYCLED

ENVIRO
BENEFIT

55%

RECYCLED

50%

RECYCLED

40%

RECYCLED

75%

RECYCLED

75%

RECYCLED

100%

RECYCLED

4

100% recycled
office waste




